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of British Columbia and vice versa. Fully 
registered physicians must hold LMCC 
certification and CCFP and/or Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada certification. 

NOTE: If you are fully registered in BC, 
and certified as indicated above, you 
must still complete the CPSA’s formal 
application process.

For more information, visit the College’s 
website at www.cpsa.ab.ca (Under Pro-
grams & Services - Licensing & Registra-
tion - Alberta Medical Licence - Labour 
Mobility Agreements). 

On April 1, 2009, the Trade, Invest-
ment and Labour Mobility Agreement 
(TILMA) will come into effect. The 
TILMA states that any worker certified 
for an occupation by a regulatory author-
ity of British Columbia or Alberta shall 
be recognized as qualified to practise that 
occupation by the other province (see 
www.tilma.ca).

What does this mean to physicians?
 
Under TILMA, the College of Physicians 
& Surgeons of Alberta will recognize 
physicians who are fully registered by 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons 

TILMA - what does it mean to physicians?

Progress update on HPA Standards of Practice
In anticipation of moving from under the 
Medical Profession Act to the Health Pro-
fessions Act (HPA), the College prepared 
draft Standards of Practice for Alberta’s 
medical profession in the summer of 
2008. Standards of Practice represent 
the minimum standard of professional 
behavior and good practice Alberta phy-
sicians are expected to meet and they will 
be used to arbitrate disciplinary cases. 
The Standards are essentially the rules 
physicians must follow and they will 
replace the majority of existing College 
policies and guidelines. 

From September 2 to November 3, 2008, 
the College sought stakeholder feed-
back on the draft Standards to ensure 
they were easy to understand, and that 
they created reasonable expectations for 
Alberta physicians’ professional practice. 
The following stakeholders were asked to 
provide feedback:

The Minister of Alberta Health and 
Wellness,
Medical Faculties at the University 
of Alberta and University of Calgary, 
Alberta Physicians, 

•

•

•

Alberta Health Services Authority 
and Regional Health Authorities, 
Alberta Medical Association,
The Canadian Medical Protective 
Association, 
Other medical regulatory colleges, 
and 
Other provincial health professional 
regulatory colleges.

 
The draft Standards were also posted 
on the College’s website and discussion 
groups were held in Edmonton and Cal-
gary for physicians. 

The College received hundreds of written 
submissions from stakeholders. This feed-
back was consolidated by College staff 
and provided to Council at their Decem-
ber 2008 meeting. Council continued 
their review of the draft Standards at 
their March 2009 meeting and has plans 
to complete the process at their next 
meeting in June 2009. 

Given the nature and scope of the 
Standards, Council is ensuring enough 
time is devote to the review and debate 
of issues arising from the consultation to 

•

•
•

•

•

ensure that the HPA Standards of Prac-
tice are appropriate and complete prior to 
approval. Council has discussed and de-
bated issues arising from the consultation 
process for each standard. Council also 
received a copy of all written feedback 
for their reference.

Once approved by Council, the Stan-
dards of Practice will not come into force 
until the medical profession regulations 
are proclaimed under the HPA. Those 
regulations are currently out for stake-
holder consultation as coordinated by 
Alberta Health and Wellness. The HPA 
regulations may be proclaimed some 
time in the fall, although the exact tim-
ing will be determined by government.

As a reminder, under the HPA, the Col-
lege must also reaffirm our endorsement 
of the Canadian Medical Association’s 
Code of Ethics. As the Code of Ethics has 
recently been updated with physician 
input, we are not actively soliciting feed-
back on this document.
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