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Laboratory Definitions

	 “certified laboratory physician”
	means a medical practitioner who has obtained certification from the Royal College as a specialist in Laboratory Medicine in any of the following disciplines:

(i)
General Pathology,

(ii)
Anatomical Pathology,

(iii)
Hematological Pathology,

(iv)
Medical Biochemistry,

(v)
Medical Microbiology, and

(vi)
Neuropathology,

and is registered with the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta as a specialist in the respective disciplines.

	“laboratory director”
	is a medical practitioner or a certified laboratory physician approved by the Council of the College to direct a laboratory.

He/she may direct a laboratory performing procedures related to his/her specialty recognition.  He/she may direct a laboratory performing procedures outside of his/her recognized specialty, only if he/she retains a laboratory physician certified in these other disciplines as a consultant.

	“on-site pathologist”
	means a laboratory physician being on-site an amount as determined by the scope and volume of testing but not less than one day per week.  The laboratory physician must be available at all times to interpret results, consult with clinicians and give personal and timely direction to technical staff.

	“consultant to a laboratory”
	means a certified laboratory physician who assists and advises a medical director of a laboratory.

	“supervision”
	means being available to provide guidance and instruction and being responsible for the quality work.

	“direct supervision”
	means continuous observation and supervision by an individual who is present while the function is being carried out.

	“medical laboratory technologist (MLT and RMLT)”
	means a registered practitioner according to the Medical Laboratory Technologists Regulation of the Health Disciplines Act.

	“certified combined laboratory and x-ray technician”
	means a person who, having received training, has a diploma from a Canadian school of Combined Laboratory and X-Ray Technicians enabling him/her to do certain laboratory procedures in clinical medical laboratories according to the Combined Laboratory and X-Ray Regulation of the Health Disciplines Act.

	“laboratory assistant”
	means a member of the staff of a diagnostic medical laboratory who may have had  no formal training or qualifications necessarily related to the field but who, by virtue of experience and on-the-job training, is capable of performing, under supervision of a technologist/technician, certain routine test procedures of a simpler and often repetitive nature and other duties such as venipuncture, specimen control and clerical duties.
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