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Buprenorphine Prescribing

Once the College comes under the 
Health Professions Act, physicians 
will be needed to sit on hearing 
tribunals and the Complaint Review 
Committee. 

Hearing tribunals are established when 
a physician is charged with unbecoming 
conduct. The role of the tribunal is to hear 
the evidence and to determine whether or 
not the charges are proven, and, if proven, 
to determine penalty. 

The Complaint Review Committee rati-
fies settlements reached through alternate 
dispute resolution and reviews cases that 

have been dismissed when the com-
plainant requests a review. These roles, 
currently assigned to Council members, 
will be filled by physician members of 
the College once we are under the Health 
Professions Act, which is expected to oc-
cur in early 2007.

We are seeking 15 physicians who would 
be available to participate in the hear-
ing tribunals and the Complaint Review 
Committee on an ongoing basis. The time 
commitment for each physician on the list 
will be approximately four to five days 
per year. Formal training will take place in 
late 2006 and early 2007. 

Physicians will be reimbursed for their in-
volvement as per the College’s Honoraria 
and Expense policy. The current honoraria 
rate for committee members is $710 per 
day.

If you are interested in becoming involved 
with the College in this way, please sub-
mit your curriculum vitae to:

Dr. Karen Mazurek
Assistant Registrar
900 Manulife Place
10180 – 101 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5J 4P8
kmazurek@cpsa.ab.ca

Physicians Needed
Hearing Tribunals & Complaint Review Committee

Buprenorphine (Subutex®) is a sub-
stitution medication for the treatment 
of Opioid Dependence Disorder. This 
medication will soon be available in 
Canada as another choice for physi-
cians and patients in the treatment of 
this addiction.

As a requirement to market this medica-
tion in Canada, Schering Canada has de-
veloped a training program for physicians 
who want to prescribe this medication. 
The College has expressed concerns that 
this single requirement is not sufficient 
to ensure competency to prescribe this 

medication. Furthermore, there is no re-
quirement for ongoing education. Treating 
addictions is not without risk to patients 
and there are some risks associated with 
the medication itself. 

As a result, at its February 2, 2006, meet-
ing, Council determined that additional 
requirements for prescribing buprenor-
phine are required. In order to prescribe 
buprenorphine, physicians registered 
in Alberta must fulfill the following 
conditions:

1. hold an exemption to prescribe 
methadone;

2. have attended the buprenorphine
training course and provide evidence 
of successful completion; and

3. provide evidence of ongoing training
in the treatment of addictions consis-
tent with the requirements to pre-
scribe methadone.

Information on buprenorphine prescribing 
requirements is available on the College’s 
methadone program web page at www.
cpsa.ab.ca/collegeprograms/methadone_
program.asp.

Cathy McCann
Manager, Physician Prescribing Practices

cmccann@cpsa.ab.ca


