College of
Physicians Positive (Failed) Biological Indicator (Bl) Protocol
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! Check processed Bl results following appropriate incubation |

A J
If positive for growth
(failed test)
Y ¥
+ Notify responsible person in
If negative for growth ofﬁcg > P
(successful test) '

s  Stop using sterilizer.

+ [denfify and quamnﬁin_sﬁzﬁﬁs and packages sferilized in [oads done since the
last negative BI.
* Review cycle mechanical and chemical indicator (Cl) results.
+ |f failed mechanical and Cl results investigate and comect potential cause of load
failure.
« Notify appropriate personnel.*
+ Retest sterilizer with new Bl

If 2" Bl negative
-a| for growth (successful
test) and all mechanical
and chemical indicators
meet pass parameters

Review Bl retest results
and cycle mechanical and Cl results

If the retest Bl is
positive for growth
(second failed test)

v

Recall all loads (instruments and packages) sterilized in
affected sterilizer since last negative Bl

v

Remave sterilizer from service and
notify appropriate personnel*

Repair sterilizer }47

L If any Bl
Rechallenge sterilizer three _| positive for
times with Bl in empty sterilizer chamber . growth
+ (failed test)
If all 3 Bls are negative for growth
(successful tests)
Return sterilizer to service
Reprocess, repackage and re-sterilize recalled items
——— | Release sterilized goods _ i
Document all results and actions taken in
response to positive BI
‘Appropriate personnel includes extemal facilities if
your facility is a provider of reprocessing services and
your sterilizer maintenance/service provider. Adapted from CSA Z314.3-09
Local Medical Officer of Health (MOH) must be Effective Steam Sterilization in Health
contacted if patients were exposed to instruments Care Facilities by the Steam Process
processed in failed loads. April 16, 2010

Comments and questions can be forwarded to Shonda.Holt@cpsa.ab.ca.
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